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For more information about the local Woodland Park History 
contact the Ute Pass Historical Society at 686-7512. 

Long before Europeans arrived, this was Ute Indian Territory The 
Utes traveled from South Park. through Woodland Park. to Manitou 
Springs lor spmtual renewal 

Woodland Park was established in 1891 In order to borrow 
$20,000 for a new water line, the town had to incorporate. While 
they were at it, the Town Fathers decided to pass an ordinance to 
prevent liquor sales, gambling, lewd dress and disruptive behavior 
Some of the early settlers were Steffa. Hackman, Foster. Hollings 
worth, Carroll, and a little later, Bergstrom 

Our history is influenced by four themes: 
1. Gold Rush. In the late 1800s lhousands of miners flocked to 
Leadville, Aspen. West Creek. Cripple Creek. and Victor through 
Woodland Park 
2. Railroads. The Colorado Midland Railway was the first 
standard gauge railroad that took passengers and supplies through 
the mountains It ran from Colorado Springs to Newcastle from 
1887 to 1918. The Midland Terminal Railway traveled from Cripple 
Creek to Colorado Springs lrom 1895 to 1949 
3. Lumber. Lumbering for mining and the railroad generated live 
sawmills in Woodland Park From 1890 to 1910, Woodland Park 
was a bustling supply center lor distribution of goods 
4. Tourism. Early tourists eruoyeo ~-----~ 
baseball. gambling, hiking, wildflower 
excursions. rodeos. dude ranches. and 
dances. Health tourism became popular 
here as Woodland Park became a 
recuperation destination tor tuberculosis ~------' 
patients Surnrnei lourism drew Colorado College professors. 
preachers from Kansas. and families who built summer cottages to 
escape the summer heat of the low lands 

E. Swanstrom Residence, 111 N. Walnut Street 
This circa 1947 building is significant for its rustic-style and character 
defining features of decorative horizontal and vertical slab log siding, 
small paned windows and rubble stone chimney. 

D. Preacher's Row 
These three structures were built by ministers from Kansas who traveled 
to Woodland Park each summer for retreats. In 1937 Emery Wesley 
McNeil, a Methodist minister and professor at Southwestern College in 
Kansas, constructed 708 W. South Ave. Today, his daughter sti!I uses 
the house as a summer cottage. 

C. Centennial Trailhead, 710 W. Midland Avenue 
This cabin was built along Hwy. 24 and used as a commercial building 
since the 1950s. It was donated to the City and·moved to its present 
location in 2004. The Centennial Trail starts here and parallels Highway 
67 north about seven miles to Manitou Lake. 

B. Murray Cabin, 624 W. Midland Avenue 
The original log structure was built about 1919. The additions are 
framed with horizontal slab log siding. The chimney is a typical rubble 
stone fireplace frequently found in Woodland Park. 

Secondary Tour 
A. Hackman House, 602 W. Midland Avenue 
The Hackman House was 
built in 1887 and is Wood 
land Park's only surviving 
two story Victorian. A.B. 
Hackman came from 
Pennsylvania with his wife 
Sophie They became 
founding residents and 
livery and hotel owners. Mr. Hackman participated in local government 
as mayor, trustee, treasurer and other positions. Mrs. Hackman named 
many of the local streets (Elm, Maple, Walnut, and Chestnut) after 
famed streets in Philadelphia. 

Woodland Hotel, Circa 1895. A historical marker shows where the Woodland Hotel 
once stood near the Foxworth-Galbraith Hardware store on S. Chestnut Street 
(outside of tour map area). It was also used as a tuberculosis sanitarium before 
it was torn down in 1939. 

Photos courtesy of Ute Pass Historical Society. 

24. History Park, 221 Laurel Street 
History Park is a history .--------------~ 
museum run by the Ute 
Pass Historical Society 
in partnership with the 
City of Woodland Park. 
If you would like to see 
the exhibits inside these 
buildings, contact the Ute 
Pass Historical Society. 
The buildings from west 
to east are: The Carroll Den is a Woodland Park building moved to 
History Park in 2003. It was first owned by local businessmen John and 
Hunter Carroll, and donated to UPHS by Cal Elder who used it as his 
insurance office. The Woodland Park Calaboose was the town's first 
jail and was moved to History Park in 2008. The Brockhurst Cabin 
was built in 1926 in Green Mountain Falls where it served as a tack room 
at Henry Brockhurst's riding stable. It was moved to History Park in 
2003. The Museum Center was built in this location in the 1890s for 
the lmmer Family and was added onto twice. The lmmer Cabin was 
built here in 1948 for the same family and restored in 2003 with a State 
Historical Fund grant. 

23. Memorial Park 
Bounded by Lake, Park, 
Henrietta and Center 
Streets, the original lake 
was about three times its 
present size and the park 
had a two-story pavilion 
where dances were held 
in the 1920s and 30s. 
Water was piped from 
Beer Keg and Baxter Springs up Loy Gulch several miles away. Early 
residents used the lake as their winter water supply by retrieving water 
from holes in the ice when their water pipes froze. 

22. Bergstrom House,110 E. Lake Avenue 
This site was originally the location of the Crest Hotel, constructed in the 
1890s. The hotel was torn down in 1910 and the existing house was 
built in 1925. Bert and Clara Bergstrom purchased the home in 1956. 

21. Sonen Cabin, 106 E. Bowman Avenue 
This late 19th or early 20th century American Movements style cabin 
was built in 1926. The lot is part of Green's Addition. An inside feature of 
this cabin is the remarkable hand-painted kitchen cabinets. 

20. Woodward Cabin, 515 N. Park Street 
This rustic-style hipped roof cabin with vertical slab siding was bui It by 
David Green about 1908. This parcel was part of 160 acres that became 
Green's Addition. Several Colorado College professors built summer 
cabins in this area. 

19. William Foster Residence, 601 & 611 N. Park St. 
This was the original property of David Green who subdivided the 
adjoining 160 acres. After Green died, the property was purchased by 
William Foster who later married Green's widow Rosa. William Foster, Jr. 
grew up to be the author of famous "How to Draw" and "How to Paint" 
books. He was also an editor for Readers Digest. In 1923, Gordon 
Parker, head of the Forestry Dept. at Colorado College, purchased the 
property and named the site "Camp Terryall." The buildings are Victorian 
style - Queen Anne with steeply gabled roofs and horizontal board siding. 

18. Graves Cabin, 604 N. Park Street 
This small cabin (216 square feet, circa 1924) is also a typical 
rustic-style log building common to Woodland Park. The building has a 
hipped roof with a shed roof addition (clad in vertical slab log siding), 
and a rubble stone chimney. 

17. Porter Cabin, 116 W. Gunnison Avenue 
This 1931 cabin is typical of rustic-style log construction with a stone 
foundation, chimney, and small paned windows. It is larger than average 
at 1200 square feet. Most Woodland Park cabins are about 500 square 
feet. The Porters acquired the cabin in 1952 for summer use. 

16. Maytag House, 301 W. Gunnison Avenue 
Freda Maytag of the Maytag Family Company built this house in the 
1930s as a mountain getaway from Colorado Springs. This Colonial 
Revival style home with cross gable, shingle, shutters and second floor 
dormers is unique to Woodland Park. Previous owner's have included 
the First Presbyterian Church of Colorado Springs. The present owners' 
restoration efforts have been faithful to both outside and inside decor 
even to the wall and floor coverings. 

15. El Dorado Casino, 312 N. West Street 
(Preschool in the Pines) 

This was one of the town's ...-----=-....,.........,.....-----~ 
most popular and largest 
casinos. The building was 
originally a long rectang 
ular rustic-cabin that has 
had a second story added 
and other additions. With 
the close of the gaming 
era, the building changed hands several times, becoming a residence 
and then a preschool in 1992. 

14. Carroll Cabin, 202 N. West Street 
This cabin has a unique craftsman style with a decorative front porch. 
John and Gertrude Carroll moved to the area hoping to cure John's 
tuberculosis with the clear mountain air. They became part of the fabric 
of the community, owning the Terrell Mercantile from 1921to1937. 
Gertrude was the first postmistress in Woodland Park. 

13. Sperry Cabin, 119 N. Maple Street 
This area north of Midland Ave has several rustic cabins intermixed with 
modern homes. The defining characteristics of these cabins are small 
buttressed log walls, overhanging roofs and rubble stone chimneys. 

12. Webb House, 310 W. Hwy. 24 (Midland Avenue) 
In 1901, John E. Webb became the Colorado Midland Railway 
stationmaster in Woodland Park. He built this small Victorian home on 
Midland Avenue across from the station. His son, William E. became 
town clerk and trustee. He organized the volunteer fire department and 
became Fire Chief in 1951. Mrs. Webb served as deputy town clerk. 

11. Pikes Peak 
Pikes Peak is one 
of Colorado's 54 
"Fourteeners" with an 
altitude of 14,110 feet. 
The Ute Indians named 
the mountain "TAVA" 
which translates 
as "Sun Mountain." 

10. Colorado Midland Railway Depot 
(Bergstrom Park) 

This rest area was built in 
1986 on land donated by 
Bert Bergstrom. The 
park's location parallels 
the track alignment of the 
Colorado Midland Railway 
and the Midland Terminal .__ _J 

Railway from 1887 to 1949. Just west of Bergstrom Park was the 
Colorado Midland Railway Depot. 

9. Studio West, 216 W. Midland Avenue 
This historic building dates to the 1890s and has had many uses. In the 
1930s and 1940s Ira Hollingsworth's Grocery occupied the space. 
Hollingsworth was mayor and a board of trustee member for many years. 

8. Old Post Office, 210 W. Midland Avenue 
The Old Post Office was also built by H. H. Robinson in 1937 replacing 
the post office space in the back of Terrill Mercantile. This building still 
has its 20th century commercial style historic stone front, door and 
windows. It functioned as Woodland Park's post office for 32 years, 
closing in 1969. 

7. Ute Inn, 204 W. Midland Avenue 
In 1937 H. H. Robinson originally built this building with a stone fagade 
containing two retail spaces. Robinson was known in Woodland Park as 
"Thomas Edison" as he was the first person to bring electricity up the 
pass, around 1931. Bert Bergstrom bought the building to use as a bar 
and gambling establishment (he purchased the 1st liquor license after 
prohibition ended). Bergstrom had trouble with the law in 1951-52. Slot 
machines and gambling tables were confiscated and then "lost" on their 
way to Cripple Creek. He ended up paying a fine. Bergstrom made 
considerable donations to the town including the land for Bergstrom 
Park, the Saddle Club and Our Lady of the Woods Catholic Church. 

6. Cowhand, 200 W. Midland Avenue 
(N. W Terrill Mercantile) ..----------------. 

This building was one of the 
first retail stores built along 
Woodland Park's main street 
about 1890. Many of the 
principals of Town govern 
ment were owners or 
partners in the store through the years. They sold almost everything 
from lumber to apples and canned goods to fresh eggs. It was the first 
post office and had the first telephone in Woodland Park. 

5. Woodland Park Pharmacy, 111 N. Center Street 
This building was a retail store from its construction in 1916 to 
current day and was known as the Woodland Park Pharmacy. Decorative 
cornices trim the parapet at the top. 

4. Colorado Midland Railway Baggage Room, 
201 N. Center Street 

The Woodland Park Depot was constructed in 1903 at the present-day 
site of Vectra Bank. On October 28, 1935, the depot was destroyed by 
fire, except for this baggage room. After the fire, the baggage room was 
moved to Memorial Park and renamed Memorial Hall. In 1965 this 
building served as the first Library. From the 1970s until 2008 it was 
home to the Clothes Closet, a charitable clothing swap. This is the only 
remaining structure of the Colorado Midland Railway in Woodland Park. 

3. Free Methodist Church,107 W. Henrietta Avenue 
In 1890 Henrietta Steffa donated 
a portion of her family's large 
cattle ranch to construct the 
Free Methodist Church. The 
original building was a one 
room church with a wood 
foundation, log walls and two 
doors (one for the men and one 
for the women). The Ladies Aide .__ __J 

Society purchased the church in 1921 for $250 and changed the name 
to the Woodland Park Community Church which remained until 1993. 
Current owners have transformed the church into a retail and office 
center. 

2. Wms Brothers Furniture, 120 E. Midland Avenue 
This rustic cabin with a stone bell-capped chimney was first built as a 
home in the 1890s. This is a typical example of an early structure and is 
used today as a commercial building. 

1. Ute Pass Cultural Center, 210 E. Midland Avenue 
This building was originally part of the Woodland Park School system. 
The school, which extended to the present-day library, was built in 1938 
with a $10,000 grant from the federal government This is the only 
building remaining It served as gymnasium and classrooms until 1988. 
In 1996 the city renovated it at a cost of $600,000. Old timers returning 
to the building are pleased to know it continues to be a focal point for 
the community. 
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SECONDARY TOUR____. 0.7 miles 
A. Hackman House Q ® ® B. Murray Cabin 
c. Centennial Trailhead 
D. Preacher's Row Rest Parking Visitor 
E. Swanstrom Residence Rooms Center 

PRIMARY TOUR --+ 1.4 miles 
1 . Ute Pass Cultural Center 12. Webb House 
2. Williams Bros. Furniture 13. Sperry Cabin 
3. Free Methodist Church 14: Carroll Cabin 
4. Colorado Midland Railway 15. El Dorado Casino 

Baggage Room 16. Maytag House 
5. Woodland Park Pharmacy 17. Porter Cabin 
6. Cowhand 18. Graves Cabin 
7. Ute Inn 19. William Foster Residence 
8. Old Post Office 20. Woodward Cabin 
9. Studio West 21. Sonen Home 

10. Colorado Midland 22. Bergstrom Home 
Railway Depot 23. Memorial Park 

11. Pikes Peak 24. History Park 
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