Birds of Woodland Park

23 ~ The Lake
This park provides a much-needed
water source for the mammals, birds and
insects that live here. Take a moment
to sit quietly and enjoy the sights and
sounds of nature and look for animal
signs of what may have passed this way.

Near Nature - Near Perfect

24 ~ Wildflower Garden
Enjoy this garden with its native plant species. The wildflowers
of the area are easier to identify when blooming but provide a
challenge to the winter visitor. The Carroll Den building has a
display of pressed flowers if you would like to get a closer look.
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Much of what makes
Woodland Park special is its
natural environment, the flora
and fauna that flourish
throughout its historic streets.
Pick up a copy of the “Woodland
Park Historic Walking Tour Map”
and use this companion guide as
you walk the “Primary Tour.”

Woodland Park

Near Nature ~ Near Perfect
The natural history of Woodland Park is highly influenced by its
location. It is in a high mountain valley surrounded by pine forest
with Pikes Peak to the south creating different habitats which
support a large variety of wildlife. To sustain life, we all need
food, shelter and water, and the city provides them all. See if you
can identify how each fits into the nature web of the city.
1 ~ Pikes Peak
The mural on the Cultural Center tells
the story of our cultural history and the
mountain to the south tells our natural
history. Pikes Peak with an elevation of
14,115 feet is made up of a pink to red
rock, special to this area, called Pikes
Peak Granite. This rock is composed of
Feldspar, Quartz and Mica.
2 ~ Ponderosa Pine
This is the most common tree in the
forest. It can be identified by its vertical
plates of orange-brown bark and the
long needles in clusters of three. On a
warm, sunny day you can smell the sap
of the Ponderosa. Is it vanilla, strawberry
or chocolate?
3 ~ Bristlecone Pine
This tree, with its bottlebrush-like needles,
in bunches of five, is usually found just
below timberline. Bristlecone Pines grow
on rocky slopes between 9,500 to 12,000
feet and are known for their longevity,
some living thousands of years. The
cones have sharp points on each tip to
protect the seeds from birds and squirrels.
4 ~ The Black Birds
Crows and Ravens (slightly larger and
a lower voice than crows) are very
common birds in the city, finding it a nice
place to dine. They eat many different
things including mice, grains, seeds,
fruits and garbage, all of which can be
found near humans. Listen for the “Caw,
Caw, Caw” as they move from tree to tree.

5 ~ Valley Geology
Valleys are a funnel for wildlife to pass
through and provide safety from the
high mountain ridges. Woodland Park
is such a place. Look to the east, south
and west to see the geological evidence.
Valleys catch water running downhill and
are vital to life of all kinds.
6, 7, 8, 9 ~ Nature in Architecture
As you walk through downtown, see
how many natural building materials you
can find. Many of the shops use logs,
flagstone, antlers and aspen door frames
for decoration. Rock Doves can be seen
using these buildings as well. “Pigeons”
prefer to be near humans, and will feed,
roost and nest in downtown.
10, 11 ~ Tava
What is Tava? This is what the Utes,
one of the first peoples in this area,
called Pikes Peak. Tava means “sun”
and the Tabeguache Utes called
themselves the “People of the Sun”
believing that all people belonged to
Mother Earth. Watch the mountain as
you tour the area. It is a great weather forecaster.
12 ~ Painted Wall
On the west wall is a mural depicting
the nature around us. Black Bears often
visit downtown searching for food. The
wildflower wall depicts many of the
species that thrive in this region: the pink
Fireweed, the beautiful Blue Iris found in
the moist valleys and the bright yellow
Sunflower. In the garden is a Wild Rose
bush which fills the air with perfume when
blooming. Watch for the thorns on the stems.
13, 14, 15 ~ The Forest
As you make your way north, notice that
the Pine Trees around the cabins are
getting larger and increasing in number.
This mature forest provides habitat for
many of the wild creatures in the area.
What else do you notice?

16 ~ Quiet
You are correct, it’s quiet. As we leave
the traffic and busy streets behind
we can hear more of what’s around
us. Take a moment to stop and listen.
What do you hear? Nest boxes in yards
provide nesting opportunities for birds.
The Mountain Chickadee is known for
singing its name “Chick-a-dee-dee-dee” and can be seen flitting
among the tree branches. Mule deer can be heard munching
on grass and clonking along the streets as they move from yard
to yard.
17, 18, 19, 20 ~ Aspen
Mixed among the pines are stands of
Quaking Aspen trees, an important food
for wildlife. The creamy white bark is a
favorite of Mule Deer and Elk. The thin
and tender bark is easily damaged by
browsing. A fungus called black canker
grows in the damaged areas. The tree
can live with this disease for many years. Notice the height of
the marks. This gives you an idea as to the height of the animal
chewing on it.
21 ~ Blue Spruce
This is the state tree of Colorado.
Its spiky, blue-gray needles stand
out among the surrounding forest. It
provides food for many of the small birds
such as White-breasted Nuthatches,
Pine Siskins and Red Crossbills. You
may notice what looks like cones at the
end of the branches. These are spruce galls. These galls contain
aphid-like insects that feed on the tender leaf tips until they
become adults and fly off to feed on other trees.
22 ~ Red Fox
This member of the dog family, with
its red fur, black feet and white-tipped
tail, has adapted well to city life. It has
a varied diet, eating fruits, berries,
squirrels and mice, all of which are
readily available. One good sign that a
fox has been near is a musky smell it
uses to mark its territory. It is often confused with a skunk smell
but is much milder.

